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“Inflationary Pressures on Labor, Equipment 
and Materials”

 Introduction
 A look back (4 years)
 Craft Labor
 Construction Equipment
 Materials/Commodities
 Impacts To Bids/Costs
 Conclusion – What does this mean for cost estimates?
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INTRODUCTION



Ben Kamph – Transportation Estimating Manager - Americas

• Education:  BS Civil Engineering, Oregon State University
• Years Experience: 25
• Years at Current Employer: 13 
• Former Employers:  Granite Construction, Kamph Construction
• Career Lowlight: Failed Business (2005-2009)
• Career Highlight: 1.5% ICE above $1 billion LA Metro Gold Line 

bids (2019)
• Favorite Past Times: Family, Baseball, Ancestry, Rice Krispy Treats

https://www.instagram.com/jacobsconnects/
https://www.facebook.com/JacobsConnects/
https://twitter.com/JacobsConnects
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jacobs/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jacobsworldwide


Ben Kamph – Transportation Estimating Manager - Americas

Current Projects (over $5 billion)
• Frederick Douglass Tunnel - Amtrak
• I-285 Top End Express Lanes - GDOT
• Sepulveda Transit Corridor – LA Metro
• Yonge North Subway Extension SRS - Metrolinx

Current Projects (over $100 million)
• ADA Ramp Mitigation - ODOT
• Foothill Gold Line – Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority
• Ship Channel Bridge - HCTRA
• STRIDE BRT – Sound Transit
• TEX Rail Segment 1 – Trinity Metro

https://www.instagram.com/jacobsconnects/
https://www.facebook.com/JacobsConnects/
https://twitter.com/JacobsConnects
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jacobs/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jacobsworldwide


A LOOK BACK











CRAFT LABOR
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EQUIPMENT
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MATERIALS
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IMPACTS TO
BIDS/COSTS



IMPACTS TO
BIDS/COSTS
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Conclusion – “What does this 
mean for our cost estimates?”

• Labor escalation should continue at a steady pace that reflects
collective bargaining agreements and market conditions; however,
labor shortage means we need to consider a craft premium.

• Equipment rates should remain steady as long as the 2022-23 “hike”
is covered.

• Materials will be a vary by commodity.

• We can have greater confidence in our estimates when the cost, risk
and schedule are in alignment.
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THANK
YOU!
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Important

The material in this presentation has been prepared by Jacobs®.

All rights reserved. This presentation is protected by U.S. and 
International copyright laws. Reproduction and redistribution 
without written permission is prohibited. Jacobs, the Jacobs 
logo, and all other Jacobs trademarks are the property of 
Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. 

Jacobs is a trademark of Jacobs Engineering Group Inc.

The material in this presentation has been prepared by Jacobs®.

All rights reserved. This presentation is protected by U.S. and 
Reproduction and redistribution 

Jacobs, the Jacobs 

Copyright notice
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